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1. WALL STREET JOURNAL APPARENTLY HAS STORY. IT LIKELY 
WILL BREAK NEXT DAY OR TWO. IN ANTICIPATION, FOLLOWING IS 
PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR USE ON IF ASKED BASIS BY DEPT. 
SPOKESMAN. 

2. Q. DID THE DEPT. KNOW ABOUT THE ALLEGED PAYMENTS BY 
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A. WE HAD HEARD ALLEGATIONS THAT PAYMENTS WERE MADE TO 
CERTAIN HIGH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN HONDURAS IN CONNECTION 
WITH ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN UNITED BRANDS AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF HONDURAS. 

Q. WHEN DID YOU FIND OUT? 

A. WE FIRST LEARNED OF THIS ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO WHEN THE 
COUNSEL FOR THE COMPANY, REALIZING THE POTENTIAL IMPLICA- 
TIONS, ADVISED US OF IT. 

Q. DID THE COUNSEL, OR THE COMPANY, ASK FOR THE DEPT.'S 
ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER? 

A. YES, THEY ASKED FOR THE DEPT.'S SUPPORT IN THEIR EFFORTS 
TO PREVENT THIS INFORMATION FROM BEING DISCLOSED. 

Q. WHO WANTED TO DISCLOSE IT? HOW DID THAT MATTER ARISE? 

A. THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION FELT THAT, 

UNDER THEIR REGULATIONS, THIS MATTER SHOULD BE DISCLOSED 
TO THE SHAREHOLDERS. 

Q. DID YOU TAKE ANY POSITION ON THAT REQUEST? 

A. YES. WE SAID THAT IF THE FACTS WERE AS ALLEGED, WE 
CONDEMNED SUCH ACTIONS IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE TERMS, 

AND ADVISED UNITED BRANDS THAT IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE 
FOR THE DEPT. TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY PROCEEDING SEEKING TO 
KEEP THE INFORMATION FROM BEING DISCLOSED. 

Q. DOES THIS HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE RECENT GOVERN- 
MENTAL CHANGES IN HONDURAS? 

A. NOT AS FAR AS WE KNOW. WE DON'T HAVE ANY REASON TO 
BELIEVE THE TWO EVENTS ARE RELATED. 

Q. WILL THIS AFFECT OUR RELATIONS WITH HONDURAS? 

A. WE HOPE NOT. OUR RELATIONS WITH THE PEOPLE AND GOVERN- 
MENT OF HONDURAS TRADITIONALLY HAVE BEEN CLOSE AND CORDIAL. 
GIVEN THE FACT THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PLAYED 
NO PART IN THIS MATTER, EVEN IF THE FACTS ARE AS ALLEGED, 

WE SEE NO REASON WHY THESE EXCELLENT RELATIONS SHOULD BE 
AFFECTED. 

Q. HAVE YOU DISCUSSED THIS INFORMATION WITH THE HON- 
DURAN GOVERNMENT? 

A. NO. KISSINGER 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 08 APR 1975 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE078970 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: DLAZAR:RMC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750121-0601 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9750471 /aaaacmrf. tel 

Line Count: 97 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 75 STATE 72066 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 SEP 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <13 NOV 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SECRET PAYMENTS BY UB TO GENERAL LOPEZ 

TAGS: BBAK, HO 

To: TEGUCIGALPA MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




